TYPE OF CASE 



Protective Research. 



INVESTIGATION MADE AT 



PERIOD COVERED 



Locust Valley, New York 11/29/63 to 11/30/6; 

INVESTIGATION MADE BY 



Special Agent George J» Sershsn 



DETAILS 






symjpsis -^^ C ' 

C\ ri~ I C ( C-S ( 

Priscilla Johnson, a journalist, interviewed Lee H, • • 
Oswald in 1959 after his defection to the Soviet 
Union, . ’ • 



DETAILS OP INVESTIGATION 

This investigation is predicated on telephone call November 29, 1963 front 
ASAIC Sweeney, Boston to ASAIC Jukes advising of a request received from^S^IC 
Bouck, Protective Research Section, to interview Miss Priscilla John so ra rest ding 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, ASAIC Sweeney stated- Inquiry disclosed Miss 
Johnson was residing in New York, telephone OR 6-2620, ASAIC Jukes telephoned 
this number and ascertained Miss Johnson was residing on Feeks Lane in Locust 
Valley, New York, ' 

<^(Mlss) Johnson v was interviewed on November 30, 19’63 at her home in Locust 
Valley, 'She is presently attending the Russian Research Center at Harvard 
University studying Soviet Literature, In 1959 she was employed as a corres- 
pondent for the North Araeric ap^Newsp ap er Alliance, with offices In New York City, 
and was representing that ttrm In Mo scow when she was given the assignment of 
interviewing Lee H, Oswal dfwho had defected to the Soviet Union A She recalled ’ 
interviewing Lee H 0 OswaJxf at the Hotel Metropole in Moscow advising she was ] 

aware. Oswald* s room had been wired. Accordingly, she exercised care in ques- lj 

tioning him, especially since he Informed her the Soviet authorities had 
instructed him not to permit any interviews by the American press and he was 
violating - their ’’trust”, ' f l 
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Mss Johnson had retained the notes she took at the time of her interview 
with. Oswald and exhibited copies of articles she wrote appearing in the Boston 
Sunday Globe of November 2b, 1963 and the Christian Science Monitor of 
November 26, 1963 relating to her interview with Oswald. The articles are self- 
explanatory. 

According to Mss Johnson, Oswald in her opinion was a "loner", a person 
who did not mix socially and kept no himself very much. He was a self-taught 
Marxist who stated he had read Marx's book, Das Capital, when he was only 
fifteen years of age. He taught himself to read and write Russian and his 
decision to defect arose out of his bitterness toward the United States, 
particularly the plight of the American negro and the exploitation of workers. 

He ^ was reared ^in poverty and his mother, a widow, had. worked extremely hard to 
bring up her family. He also expressed resentment at his treatment by the 
il 0 S. Marine Corps and accused the United States of military imperialism. He 
informed Mss Johnson that he had petitioned the Soviet Government for citizen- 
ship and stated he had no intention of ever returning to the United States. 

Miss Johnson stated she questioned him about the manner in which he 
traveled, to Russia suggesting that he must have been aided by other persons or • 
organizations. He specifically stated he made the trip on his own initiative 
on monies he had saved while in the Marine Corps and that he positively did 
not receive assistance from any persons or organisations. She attempted to 
impress upon him the folly of his actions and in a roundabout manner tried to 
get^ him to change his mind about defecting but without success. She concluded 
that he was a fanatic and that further attempts to dissuade him from seeking 
Russian citizenship would be futile. 



In her description of Oswald, Miss Johnson stated he was touching, likeable 
and quiet. . She felt he was a malcontent who was unsure of himself and probably 
would be unhappy wherever he was. Although she considered him a fanatic, she 
did not think he would resort to violence® She does not know whether he had 
been questioned by the Soviet Secret Police but obviously he had received some 
instructions from a Soviet authority concerning his activities while in Russia. 
d 2 -J^. a Z- eci - YgT c -lo§s_-to the hotel and according to . his own statement, he did not 
attempt to establish friendship with any Russians. 



Qswalpi promised to let her know if he was leaving the hotel. When she 
inquired at the hotel for him two days later she found he had disappeared and 
concluded t be ^ Soviet authorities had whisked him away having naturally learned 
of the interview. She has not seen him since. 

Mss Johnson stated she was interviewed November 23, I 963 by FBI Agents 
1 ry and Sullivan in Boston and that she gave them a deposition concerning 
her interview with Oswald, Shells leaving New York on December 1st for Boston 
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and on the following day, December 2 is flying to Washington where she has 
an appointment with Mr. Andrew Lowenfeld of the State Department. Mr. 

Lowenfeld works in the office of -a Kr 0 Shea, a legal counsel for the State 
Department. While in Washington she will be staying with her brother, Stewart 
H. Johnson, Jr e at 2?06 N. Street, N.W. and expects to remain there until the 

end of the week. 

Verifaoc copies were made of the newspaper articles previously ref erred to, 
and the notes made by Miss Johnson at the time she interviewed Oswald and are 
being forwarded with this report. . 

ATTACHMENTS 

Copies of 2 newspaper articles _ * 

Copies of Mss Johnson’s notes ’ 
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